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On Sunday 20th May we had a service of Confirmation at St 

Mary’s Church where 5 candidates from our own Parish plus 2 

from St Nicholas Witham were confirmed into Gods Church. 

Bishop Roger was in attendance and is photographed above with 

Larissa, Josh, Denise, Elaine, Yvonne, Dennis and John 

CONGRATULATIONS! 



Our Services this Month 

May 2018 

3rd June 2018   1st Sunday after Trinity 

9.30 am St. Francis  Holy Communion 

11.00 am St Mary’s  All Age Worship 
 

10th June 2018  2nd Sunday after Trinity 

9.30 am St. Francis  Morning Prayer 

11.00 am St Mary’s  Holy Communion 
 

17th June 2018  3rd Sunday after Trinity 

9.30 am St. Francis  Holy Communion 

11.00 am St Mary’s  Matins 
 

24th June 2018  Birth of John the Baptist  

St Francis   Morning Prayer 

11.00 am St Mary’s  Holy Communion 

3 pm St Marys   Churchyard Service with Chelmsford Silver  

    Band 
 

Church Contacts 

Priest-in-Charge Rev. Paul Watkin  01376 583930 

psgw100@aol.com 

Churchwarden Ann Clarke    01376 514825 

Churchwarden Peter Hope    01376 502605 

Rivenhall Contact Carole McCarthy  01376 512781 

Silver End Contact Ruth Aitken    01376 583846 

Organist Emmelia Van der Walt   07940 512407 
 

Please hand articles for the magazine to Peter Hope or contact by  

email peterhope@utilitywarehouse.org.uk by 18th of the month. 

Rivenhall Website     www.stmarysrivenhall.co.uk 

St Francis Silver End Website  www.st-francis.org.uk/ 

Find More information on our  activities by visiting our Facebook page 

search:-<THE PARISH OF RIVENHALL AND SILVER END> or follow the link 

on our Website (you will need a Facebook account to view this page) 
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Monthly musings from your Team Vicar 

As I write for June, I'm still fondly thinking about the Confir-
mation service which St Mary's Church hosted last month on 
Pentecost Sunday.  It was a delightful occasion and a pleasure 
to have welcomed Bishop Roger to officiate on the day. Con-
gratulations also go to the seven newly confirmed people: La-
rissa, Josh, Denise, Elaine, Dennis, Yvonne, and John. The first 
five of whom being from our own parish. Indeed, Confirmation 
is a wonderful milestone of faith when the individual is ready 
to affirm faith in God as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, from 
their own heart and mind, and with their own lips. 

In a sense, Confirmation is the ratification of the promises 
made at Baptism, and is something which it is good for all 
baptised Christians who have not yet been  Confirmed to think 
about. For anyone who was baptised as an infant or young 
child, it provides the opportunity to truly make one's faith in 
God 'your own', and alongside this, and especially for those 
baptised later in life, it also marks another step or stage in 
life's journey or faith. So if this is something which interests 
you to know more about, please do get in touch, and I'd be 
delighted to tell you more. 

Now according to the meteorological calendar June is also the 
official start of summer, and so having had a few days of sun-
shine, and the opportunity (along with, I'd imagine some other 
people) to cut the meadow of grass in my garden, faithful to 
the tradition of the British weather, we're now promised some 
rain for the next few days ahead! It is of course the UK's espe-
cially varied weather pattern with it's mixture of rain, sun, 
wind, and at times even snow, which make our country the 
lavish green place that it is. But at the same time, our weath-
er has the habit of at times outwitting even the most seasoned 
meteorologist, and can be unpredictable. 

But as changeable and as fickle as the British weather may be, 
the opposite can be said for God's love for us; both in this 
world, and in the life to come. It is with this in mind, that we 
will be holding the ever-popular annual Churchyard Service 
once again during June. On Sunday the 24th, at 3pm, we'll be 
welcoming the delightful talent of the Chelmsford Silver Band 
to play for us once again at this very special service, which as 
the name suggests (weather permitting!) will take place out-
side in St Mary's Churchyard. In some ways similar to the All 
Souls service which we hold each year on the Sunday nearest 
to 2nd November, this is a special opportunity to remember the 
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lives, and celebrate the memories of our own loved ones who 
are no longer with us 

As we were reminded once more last month at Pentecost: 
Through the coming of the Holy Spirit, Jesus promises to all 
who place their faith in him, to walk alongside us through life, 
as a companion, brother, and friend. As well as our Lord, Sav-
iour, and King. Whatever the weather may bring! Then at the 
end of our journey on earth the same Jesus bids us welcome 
to our heavenly home too. But before we get there, our lives 
on earth can be an adventure of faith in relationship with God, 
and that is what being Confirmed also has the potential to 
mark a new beginning of. 

So may I wish you all a wonderful summer ahead – whatever 
the weather, and pray that we all find a real sense of joy in 
our hearts as we each continue along on our own Christian 
journey, wherever on that road we may be. 

Paul Watkin. 
A Prayer for Confirmation 

The Spirit of God 

Is upon you. 

The Spirit of God 

Strengthen you. 

The Spirit of God 

Guide you. 

The Spirit of God 

Protect you. 

The Spirit of God 

Enlighten you. 

The Spirit of God 

Fill you 

Today and ever more 

Today and ever more 

 

*************************** 

The 50/50 Club April 2018 winners   

1st A Allan,   2nd J Prime,   3rd T Scott 
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From the Registers May 2018 

Weddings  None   Funerals None 

Interment of Ashes  

24 May 2018 Gillian Margaret Hassler 

Christenings 

29/4/2018 Aria Charlotte Quinn-Vanson 

Tyler Mary Louise Williams 

Levi Terrell Trevor Williams 

************************************* 

Collects and Readings June   2018 

3rd June   1st Sunday after Trinity 

All Age Worship 

Readings 

Deutoronmy 5:12-15 

2 Corinthians 4:5-12 

Mark 2:23-3:6 

Collect 

God of truth, 

help us to keep your law of love 

and to walk in ways of wisdom, 

that we may find true life 

in Jesus Christ your Son. 

 

10th June   2nd Sunday after Trinity 

Holy Communion  

Readings 

Genesis 3:8-15 

2 Corinthians 4:13 – 5:.1 

Mark 3:20-End 

Collect 

Faithful Creator, 

whose mercy never fails: 
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deepen our faithfulness to you 

and to your living Word, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

17th June  3rd Sunday after Trinity 

Matins 

Readings 

Ezekiel 17:22 - end 

2 Corinthians 5:6-17 

Mark 4:26-34 

Collect 

God our saviour, 

look on this wounded world 

in pity and in power; 

hold us fast to your promises of peace 

won for us by your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

 

24th June  Birth of John the Baptist 

Holy Communion 

Readings 

Isaiah 40:1-11 

Acts 13:22-26 

Luke 1:57-End 

Collect 

Gracious Father, 

by the obedience of Jesus 

you brought salvation to our wayward world: 

draw us into harmony with your will, 

that we may find all things restored in him, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
, 

**************************************** 

RIVENHALL PARISH COUNCIL 
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NOTES OF THE ANNUAL COUNCIL MEETING  

HELD 1st MAY 2018 

AT RIVENHALL VILLAGE HALL. 

Present: Cllrs. Abbott (Chairman), Anderson, Clark, Turner and 

Prime. 

Also present: Parish Clerk, BDC Cllr. K. Bowers and 1 member of the 

public. 

Election of Chairman 

Proposed by Cllr. Anderson, seconded by Cllr. Prime that Cllr. 

Abbott be re-elected as Chairman. It was unanimously agreed, Cllr. 

Abbott accepted, signed the Chairman’s Declaration of Acceptance of 

Office and took the Chair. 

Election of Vice-Chairman 

Proposed by Cllr. Anderson, seconded by Cllr. Abbott that Cllr. 

Wright be re-elected as Vice-Chairman. By a vote of 3 to 1 with 1 

abstention it was agreed that Cllr. Wright be re-elected as Vice-

Chairman. 

To appoint council representatives to outside bodies 

It was unanimously agreed that the representatives remain as for 

the previous year. 

Matters for discussion 

Commemorating the ending of WWI 

The Millennium Committee have all the matters in hand. 

Highway & PRoW matters 

The following additional matters have been referred to ECC: 

Tarmac blocking drains outside Fair Rest and the badly broken drain 

in 16 Oak Road. 

Following another crash damaging the wall at The Matchyns the A12 

south slip potholes, state of the junction island. etc have once again 

been reported to Highways England. 

General maintenance 

The maintenance contractor will contact Cllr. Clark re the replacement 

tree at Foxmead and he will also be requested to inspect and repair 
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as necessary the posts surrounding the Village Green. 

Planning Applications 

18/00503/FUL: Two storey rear extension – 4 Tusser Close. 

No objections were raised to this application. 

18/00192/FUL & 18/00193/LBC: Replace hedge with fence – 

47 Oak Road, Rivenhall End. 

It was agreed that objections be raised to this application. Members 

considered that the replacement fence would be out of character 

with the local area but, if BDC is minded to approve, the fence 

should be set back from the boundary and a suitable replacement 

hedge be planted in front to act as a screen. 

Planning Results 

17/02152/LBC: External repairs and maintenance to brickwork – 

Rivenhall Place.  

Application granted by BDC. 

17/01730/OUT: Housing development on land south of Rickstones 

Road. 

BDC Planning Committee refused this application on 24th April. Post 

meeting note: There was a delay in BDC publishing the decision, but 

it has now been published and the reason for refusal states 

“The proposed development would result in the loss of the majority 

of the mature hedgerow located along the site's north-western 

boundary with Rickstones Road which would have a detrimental im-

pact upon the character and appearance of this secondary gateway 

to Witham and would create an urban character in an area which 

currently is of a rural nature.  

It is therefore considered that the proposal would result in clear and 

demonstrable harm which would not be outweighed by the public 

benefits of the proposal and that the development would be contra-

ry to the National Planning Policy Framework (a list of BDC policies 

then follows). 

Ongoing Planning Issues 

A12 & A120 

A12 – Nothing new to report. Post meeting note – the route an-

nouncement is now not expected until the outcome of the BDC Local 
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Plan Part 1 Hearing is known. 

A120 – ECC preferred route announcement is due on 8th June. 

Waste Site  

Nothing new to report. Post meeting note – ECC was due to decide 

the current applications on 25th May but this has now been post-

poned, possibly for several months. 

Coleman’s Farm Quarry 

The Little Braxted Lane footway should be completed soon. The Quar-

ry Liaison meeting held on 11th April was told that 2 further planning 

applications are to be submitted. 

BDLHP 

ECC has announced that the site of repeated crashes in Church Road 

has been designated as a specific location for measures aimed at re-

ducing RTAs. It is expected that this will include bend warning sign-

age. 

Correspondence 

EALC – The Government has tabled an amendment to its own Data 

Protection Bill to exempt parish councils from the requirement to ap-

point a DPO. 

Information exchange and items for the June agenda 

 * Preservation of the Rickstones Road hedge. 

 * There has been another crash along Church Road. 

 * Railtrack vehicles parking on verge along Oak Road. 

 * Provision of a play area in Rivenhall End. 

Ten minute public feedback 

Pedestrians have been seen walking across the A12 from the petrol 

station to access the Adult store on the northbound side. This safety 

issue will be reported to BDC in respect of any future licence applica-

tion. 

Dates of future meetings 

Tuesdays 5th June at Henry Dixon Hall and 3rd July at Rivenhall Vil-

lage Hall, both starting at 8pm. 

Prior to the Annual Council Meeting, the RIVENHALL ANNUAL PAR-
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ISH ASSEMBLY was held. 

In the Chair: Cllr. Abbott, who welcomed everyone to the Assem-

bly. 

There were 11 residents present at the meeting, plus Parish Coun-

cillors, the Parish Clerk, BDC Cllr. K. Bowers and 2 invited speakers. 

Parish Council Chairman’s report 

As a full report had previously been circulated to residents within 

the parish, the Chairman gave a brief resume and updates regard-

ing the following: 

Finance; local planning issues; local services including the re-

opened village shop; Colemans Quarry; highway maintenance is-

sues; increase in road traffic accidents due in the main to speeding; 

HGVs flouting the Oak Road weight restriction and thanks to the 

RPFA and the pre-school at the Village Hall. 

Public questions relating to the Chairman’s report 

Matters relating to the Witham/Rivenhall boundary. 

Mr Andy Wright. BDC’s Chief Executive 

Mr. Wright highlighted the following matters relating to BDC: 

The receipt of the Customer Services Excellence Award; growth and 

infrastructure including Garden Communities and the Local Plan; 

local economic developments including provision for jobs and busi-

ness growth, education and skills, health education and leisure, the 

Local Volunteer Award Scheme and town centre improvements; the 

local boundary review and finance constraints. 

Public questions to Mr Wright 

Council and social housing and the BDC Housing Development 

Company; increase in local car parking charges; lack of Witham in-

frastructure improvements and the access to local G.P. surgeries. 

Mr Gary Brown, Greenfields Neighbourhood Coordinator for 

Rivenhall 

Mr. Brown highlighted the following matters relative to Greenfields 

and Rivenhall Parish: 

The work on sustainable tenancies for elderly and vulnerable ten-

ants and the new team responsible for the Job Club for on-line 

skills, access to computer services plus health and welfare. 
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Public questions to Mr Brown 

Funding availability for litter picking, litter/dog bins and speed humps 

in appropriate locations; footway upkeep and the local grass cutting 

schedule. 

A written report from the Local Member of Parliament, Priti Patel, 

had been made available to everyone present. 

Any further questions relating to local issues 

Delay with the A12 improvements. 

Final remarks and closure of the meeting 

The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meet-

ing at 8pm. 

         ************************************* 

Spratley Cake or Fly Pie by Ann Clarke 

From Derbyshire 

Pastry: 

 4 oz Plain Flour 

 2 oz butter 

 Rub the butter into the flour to resemble breadcrumbs. 

 Add 4 teaspoons of cold water and use your hands to form a 

dough. 

Filling: 

 4 oz currants 

 2 oz butter 

 2 oz sugar brown or white to your taste ( I like demerara) 

 ½ teaspoon ground cinnamon, or mixed spice 

 Sugar for sprinkling 

Set oven to Gas 5 190 F 

Grease a baking sheet 

Roll out the pastry on a floured surface to a rectangle . 

Mix the currants butter sugar and spice in a basin and spread down 

the centre of the pastry.  
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Fold over the edges of the pastry to meet in the middle and seal the 

edges.. Turn over and roll out until the currants show through.  Place 

on the baking sheet, brush with milk and sprinkle with sugar. 

Bake for 20 mins  cut into slices when cold.  Or you could cut into 

shapes and then cook it, but beware leaving it too long. 

************************************************ 

Sky Notes  June 2018 

The Summer Solstice arrives on June 21st at just after 11am BST. 

This year the timing of the Full Moon, which follows on the 28th, will 

add to the atmosphere of the short midsummer nights, which have 

for thousands of years been a special time to communities of people 

in the Northern Hemisphere. Although the longest hours of daylight 

occur on the 21st, June 24th is traditionally Midsummer Day, also 

Saint John's Day after John the Baptist. It is marked in many north-

ern Europe countries and particularly in Scandinavia when people 

spend days and nights in the countryside away from the towns and 

cities. Shakespeare’s play A Midsummer Night's Dream captures 

some of the character of this time of year and includes many men-

tions of the Moon. 

At our latitude, the midsummer twilight is noticeable, and with the 

low Moon adding a soft light this year, under clear skies it will not get 

dark at all. Further north the twilight is much broader and from Shet-

land it is light enough to read a book all night if the sky is clear – a 

time known locally as the 'simmer dim'.  

Midsummer is also often a time when Noctilucent clouds (NLC) are 

seen. At over 80 km above the ground and made of ice crystals, 

these are the highest altitude clouds possible on Earth. Bright dis-

plays can be spectacular, with fine structure that include blue and 

silver coloured streaks and whirls. We see them after the Sun has 

set, glowing in the northern twilight as they are high enough to still 

catch the rays of the Sun from beyond our local horizon. From more 

northerly latitudes the sky is too light to see them at all and from 

further south the Sun even at midsummer is too far below the hori-

zon to light them up, so we are in the zone of latitudes just right to 

observe them. 

From Essex Noctilucent clouds appear typically 2 or 3 times each 

summer, with a big display every 2 years or so. Given the variability 

of our weather, this relative rarity means that many people have 

never seen NLC. If there is a big display an alert will be posted to the 
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Rivenhall Observatory facebook page. The best chance of seeing 

NLC is away from streetlights and looking to the North with a good 

clear horizon. The concrete hard-standing at the southern end of 

Park Road, midway between Rivenhall and Silver End is a good lo-

cation for that reason.   

Saturn reaches opposition on June 28th and at 1am will be due 

South with the Full Moon close by. At the same time, looking to-

wards the South East, Mars is now a grand sight; brighter than any 

star and an obvious orange colour. To the South West and at a sim-

ilar height above the horizon (ie fairly low down) will be Jupiter.  

Venus remains a bright object fairly low in evening twilight and will 

be joined by the young Moon on the 16th, best seen from about 

10.15pm looking to the West. 

Sky Watcher 
****************************************** 

End to End Nature Care. 

This article is being written in mid May and the first reports of the 

return of migrant swifts are being made. Hopefully by the time you 

read this you will have seen a group of them somewhere, zooming 

about and making their seemingly joyful, high-pitched calls.  

They are generally considered alongside the swallow, house martin 

and sand martin as the UK’s breeding, insectivorous, streamlined, 

fork-tailed, summer migrant aerial bird species. Look in any bird 

book arranged systematically however and you will see the swift 

listed separately as it is in fact not closely related to the others phy-

logenetically, being classified instead alongside nearest relatives the 

hummingbirds. Swifts are famous for doing almost everything on 

the wing, including mating and sleeping; indeed the Latin name for 

the family – Apodidae – suggests they have no feet at all. They do 

have to land to lay eggs and raise young, and sometimes to avoid 

bad weather, but have very weakly developed legs and are vulnera-

ble when not airborne, and can struggle to launch themselves again 

hence nesting sites have to be a certain distance above the ground. 

The swallows and martins are closely related, in the family Hirun-

dinidae. If you read these articles regularly you may recall that I 

am lucky enough to have house martins nest under the eaves of my 

house. You may also recall regular references to phenology, the 

study of the relative timing of natural events. I have made an effort 
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to record the first date when the martins are noticed to have re-

turned to the next (like the swallows and swifts they migrate here 

from Africa for the summer as there is a relative abundance of in-

sect food). In 2017 it was 7th May; this year it was 6th May, so re-

markably consistent. Group member Martin Andrews has swallows 

nest in an outbuilding and describes a similar regularity in the date 

of first arrival.  

The UK Breeding Birds Survey suggests that from 1995 to 2011 

martin and swallow numbers were stable or increasing in this 

country but that swifts declined by 39% and have continued to do 

so since. Various factors are suggested but the gentrification of 

buildings and lack of suitability of new buildings for swift nesting 

are considered chief amongst them. 16th – 23rd June 2018 is Swift 

Awareness Week and one of the key messages is to provide nest-

ing opportunities for swifts; there are numerous, sometimes ingen-

ious ways in which this can be achieved, some of which can be ex-

Weds 

6thJune 

7.00pm 

for 7.30 

National Plant Monitoring Scheme at Abbotts 

Hall Farm, Great Wigborough CO5 7RZ. Meet at 

Stovern's Hall Farm at 19:00 to car share or at 

Abbotts Hall at 19:30. Bring hand lens and plant 

ID guides. 

Weds 

13thJune 
7.30pm 

Ambling to Tarecroft Wood and adjacent foot-

paths. Meet in the parking area at the bottom of 

the track to Tarecroft Wood (TL824171). 

Weds 

20thJune 
7.30pm 

Freshwater surveying in the R. Blackwater at 

Watery Lane, Bradwell. Meet by Bradwell Church 

(TL818221). Bring wellies, nets, etc. 

Weds 

27thJune 
7.30pm 

Summer Social at Stovern's Hall Farm 

(TL825172) including a forum meeting and a so-

cial evening - bring a bottle and/or nibbles. 

Saturday 

30thJune 
9.30am 

Morning butterfly safari in Rivenhall area. 

Meet at the Church. 

Weds 

4thJuly 
7.30pm 

Ambling on Rivenhall Airfield / Bradwell 

gravel pit. Meet at Bradwell church (TL818221). 

Followed by glow worm survey at Bulford Mill 

Lane (TL777202). 
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plored online at http://actionforswifts.blogspot.co.uk. Unfortunate-

ly, if you live in a bungalow there is not much you can do to help.  

Our June are listed below with the full schedule available at 

www.e2e.silverend.org or you can ring Simon on 01621 810141 or 

07947 388180 for details. 

 

Theft from cars and other vehicles 

When leaving your car make sure you: 

1. Think about where you park and choose a safe place where 
people can see any activity. 

2. If using a public car park try and use a "Parkmark" car park 
http://www.parkmark.co.uk/ . 

3. Don't leave valuables on display in the car, i.e. Sat Nav's, cam-
eras, expensive sunglasses, and money or designer clothes. 

4. Don’t leave a bag on the seat, even if it only contains your gym 
stuff, the thief does not know that until he has damaged your car 
to find out. 

5. Clean the ring off the window left by the Sat Nav cradle or any 
other evidence of a removable electronic device being in the 
car. 

6. Be aware of those around you when you park, is someone 
watching you hide something away? 

7. Lock your car, and don't rely on the remote, physically check 
that it has locked even when on your driveway. 

8. Check your car is secure before you turn in of a night time in 
case a window was left open (it is also worth checking that 
someone has not left the interior light on, you don’t want to 
come out to a flat battery). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://actionforswifts.blogspot.co.uk
http://www.e2e.silverend.org
http://www.parkmark.co.uk/
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Scottish Country Dancing 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

Commencing 9th JANUARY , 7.30 -10pm EVERY OTHER MONDAY  (EG 

9TH/23RD JAN 6TH/20TH FEB 6TH/20TH MARCH 3RD/17TH/31ST APR 

Great for fitness and a good laugh too! 

Call Sue on 01206 303338 
 

Rivenhall Carpet Bowls 

Rivenhall Village Hall Every Thursday 7.30pm – 10pm 

Come along for an evening of fun with this friendly club. 
 

The Ark 

It's Open House at Rivenhall Village Hall 

Meets most Saturdays 2pm - 4pm (see calendar for exceptions) 

Come along with friends for Tea, Coffee & Cake 

Have fun with Arts, Crafts & Puzzles 

Meet new friends, all ages welcome 

Sponsored by the Seventh Day Adventist Church 

Tel: 07538 599584 or email info@rivenhallark.co.uk 
 

Coffee Morning 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

Every Friday 9am – 12 noon 

Tea, coffee, cake and a chat with friends 
 

Table Tennis 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

2nd &4th Monday of the Month 

1.30 pm – 4.30pm, Entry £3 

Membership of Witham and Braintree U3A required £15 pa 

visit the Witham and Braintree U3A website or for 

further information please 

call Gerry Gunton 01621 819682 

or email guntongerry@aol.com or visit the table tennis page on the 

village hall website www.rivenhallvillagehall.co.uk 

Bingo! 

Saturdays 7.30pm - 9.30pm 

Rivenhall Village Hall,  

Entry £1 

Everyone Welcome 

Call Jack on 01376 514255 

Riventots Pre-school 
Rivenhall Village Hall (Term Time) 

Monday – Thursday 8.30am – 

3.30 p.m (Mon 9.15–1.30) 

Lunch if required 12 noon – 1pm 

Call Ruth on 078 111 04813  

or email r.clary@tiscali.co.uk 

mailto:r.clary@tiscali.co.uk
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Philip Little 

Property Maintenance Magician 
 

Local service at local prices 

Knowledgeable and friendly 
 

07973 129808 or 01376 515257 
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Beautiful Rooms For Rent In 
Witham & Braintree 

We have 4 Lovely houses  

2 in Witham—2 in Braintree 

With and Without en-suites 

£90—£130 per Week  

(All inclusive of Rates, Light, Heat, and with 

Broadband) 

See our Website:- www.jbwpartners.co.uk 

Or Call 

John      Mavis   Michelle 
07850 161629       07714 579783       07966 323914 

G. COLLINS & SONS 

An Independent Family  
Company Established 1893 

01376 583750 

GCSFD.CO UK 
ENQUIRIES@GCSFD.CO UK 
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HELP WITH 

FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS 

RICHARDS 

FUNERAL SERVICE 

01376 513114 

78 Newland Street, Witham, CM8 1AH  

From advice on how to register a death to making all the 

arrangements, we’re here 24 hours a day.  
 

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 

A British Owned Company www.dignityfuneral.co.uk 



19 

Is your PC feeling poorly? Has it caught a virus? 

For all your PC ailments including: 

 Virus Prevention, Detection & removal 

 Broadband, Wireless & Firewall Set-up 

 Internet / Email Set-up & Security 

 Hardware Repairs and Upgrades 

 Software Faults and Crashes 

 Backup Solutions and Data Recovery 

 Web Design & Computer Training 

 Software Installation & Removal 

 Hardware & Software Supplied 

 

Call the PC Doctor 

REYNOLDS 

CARPENTRY SERVICES 

For all Carpentry, Joinery 

& Cabinet Making Requirements 
 

CSCS Registered 

30 Years Experience 

4 Years Apprenticeship 

City & Guilds and 

Advanced City & Guilds Qualified 

Free estimates – No obligation 

All building work considered 

Can also make items to order  

also 

'curtain poles, tiling, flat packs, 

kitchens, doors, sheds etc, no jobs 

too small' 
 

Contact 

07889 110962  

Answer phone at other times 

SpeedyBroadband.co.uk 

 Sick Computers my 
Speciality 
 

 Home Networking Problems 
Sorted Out 

 Computer Viruses Removed 

 Operating System Upgrades 

 Upgrade to Windows 10 

 

FOR YOUR FREE SURVEY AND 
QUOTATION CONTACT  

Peter Hope  

peterhope@speedybroadband.co.uk 

Tel: 01376 502605  

Mob: 07904 235101 

Website 

www.speedybroadband.co.uk 
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Jeremy Larke 

Television 

services 

 
 
 
Telephone: 01376 513645 
Mobile: 07947 601619 
Email: telerepair@aol.com 

All Television Systems Catered 

for Freesat, Freeview, Sky  

 

 Installations & Repairs To all makes and 

models 

 Full Plasma & LCD Fitting Service 

 Wall Mount Brackets Supplied and Fitted 

 Aerial & Satellite Dishes Fitted 

 Freeview, Freesat & European Channels 

 View and Control Your Sky in Other 

Rooms 

 Aerial and Telephone Extension Points 

Installed 

 

Don’t Delay Call Today 

Janet C Davies 
Dip. F.D. M.B.I.F.D 

BRAINTREE & KELEVEDON’S LADY FUNERAL 

DIRECTOR 

Offering a full and Comprehensive Funeral Service 
 

Telephone 01376 339300 

For a Personal and Caring 24 hour service 
Local Chapel of Rest at Fern House 72 Coggeshall Road Braintree and 

Victoria House, Trews Gardens, Kelvedon 

Funerals are arranged and carried out in the Traditional Manner but 

With ‘The Gentle Touch’ 
 

Pre payment Plans available—Floral Tributes arranges—Woodland Burials 

Bereavement Care—Low Cost Simplicity Funerals - Memorials—Printing 

Catering—DWP Funerals 

Part of the Hunnaball Family Group 

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 
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Feering Flower Club   
 

Do you love flowers? 

Why not come along and join us for one of our meetings held on the 

3rd Tuesday of each month at Feering Community Centre 7pm for 

7.30pm 

Entry non-members £7 members £4.50 
 

 Watch a demonstrator 

 Friendly chat and exchange ideas 

 Sale Table 

 Refreshments 
 

For more information contact 

Sue Banting 01376 571050 

Pat Clark 01376 512418 

www.feeringflowerclub.co.uk 

http://www.feeringflowerclub.co.uk
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DAVE’S PLUMBING 

SERVICES 

Taps, Radiators, 

 

Bathroom Suites & 

 

General Plumbing 

 

Tel: 01376 501577 

Mobile: 07973 306693 

ANGLIA TREE SERVICES 

Specialist tree surgery 

Residential & Commercial Customers 

CROWN REDUCTION  FELLING  TOPPING  

HEDGE TRIMMING  ALL GARDEN WORK  

STUMP GRINDING 

For a quick, tidy and friendly service call: 

Tel: 01621 892831 

7 DAYS A WEEK EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLEFULLY INSURED 

Surgery Opening hours 

Monday to Saturday for appointments 

 CARING FOR THE PETS OF WITHAM AND 

THE SURROUNDING AREA FOR 25 

SPECIAL O.A.P. SURGERY THURSDAYS  

CAT ONLY CLINIC WEDNESDAYS  

Late night surgery Wednesday till 8pm 

62 Braintree Rd Witham 

 Tel: 01376 500038 

www.brookendvets.co.uk 
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RIVENHALL GARDENING CLUB 

The Club held a Bring and Buy evening on Tuesday 8th May 

2018. Plants, books, cakes and various other items were for 

sale, there was a raffle and tea and cakes were enjoyed. £179-

50 was raised for Club funds, thank you to everyone who 

supported the evening. 

COMPETITION RESULTS Horticultural 

1st Maurice Bacon 2nd Don Scott (2 entries only) 

Domestic 

1st Karen Dakin 2nd Tina Jones 3rd Shirley Bacon 

Flower of the Month 

1st Shirley Bacon 2nd Tom Dee 3rd Vivienne Dee 

The next meeting will be held in Rivenhall village hall at 7.30pm 

on Tuesday 12th June. The guest speaker will be Dawn 

Leworthy who together with her husband, own Delvin End 

Cidery. They will be talking about their cider production and 

there will be samples and a sales table. Competitions will be: 

Horticultural — any vegetable. Domestic — Victoria Sandwich. 

Flower of the Month. Entrance is £1 to include refreshments. New 

members and visitors are always welcome. For further details 

please contact the Club Secretary on 01376 512781. 

Turning the pages of History 

Research by Tracy Scott 

We start this month with going back to June 1945 with a Victory 

sports day which was organised by the Royal Air Force Station, 

Rivenhall.  This was held at Witham cricket ground.  There were 

also side-shows and a entrance fee was charged.  All proceeds was 

devoted to the Dr. Barnardo Home at Kelvedon.  A cheque was 

forwarded to the Matron of £115/13/8.  The final results of the 

event was included all ranks taking part  with the Station 

Commander presented a challenge trophy to Headquarters No. 38 

to commemorate Victory in Europe.  A competition for this cup by a 

number of stations in the Group went in favour of R.A.F. Station 

Rivenhall.  The inter-squadron trophy presented by Group Captain 

W. E. Surplice, D.S.O., D.F.C., while Station Commander at 

Rivenhall was won by the Squadron commanded by Wing 

Commander Angell.   
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Stepping back to 1896, Mrs. Bott, of Rivenhall Hall was advertising 

for a General Servant with an understanding of plain cooking; age 

about 20; housemaid kept, and also house boy. 

June 1931 the Rivenhall School Parents’ Association held a 

Rummage Sale for the children’s sports fund.  The stall-holders 

were : Mesdames Brooks, Mott, Cousins, Radley, Scrivener, 

Elleston, Guantrill and Gibbs.  They raised a grand total of £5/12/6. 

1929 saw the first Boy Scout Troop formed in Silver End and the 

first camp was held at Egypt’s Farm.  In charge A.S.M.  D. G. Keen 

of Silver End and Mr. C. W. Lincoln from the 1st Braintree Rovers.  

An enjoyable time was spent. 

Who Do You Think I am? By Pat Clark 

Having watched the documentary “ The Epic Human Journey” on 

BBC 4 presented by Dr Alice Roberts, made me reflect on who were 

my earliest Ancestors. Where did they come from? Were they 

hunter/ gatherers? Did they live in caves or mud huts? They must 

have been tough, mentally and physically and highly intelligent to 

have survived were they cold and hungry? Did they wander far and 

wide searching for food and shelter?  

They left no written records but hidden inside all of us is the story 

of our ancestry. It is our DNA code. DNA what is DNA? 

One lunch time in February 1953, two young men went into the 

Eagle pub in Cambridge and announced that they had discovered 

the secret of life! 

Crick and Watson were researchers of the Cavendish Laboratory at 

Cambridge University. DNA (deoxyribonucleic acid) is the 

biological secret of life because it is the basis of hereditary the blue 

print for the reproduction of anything  from midges to Mankind. 

(Editor’s note human’s share 98% of our DNA with Chimpanzees 

and 50% of our DNA is shared with a Banana). 

So how did our early ancestors survive?  

Our land was covered with a dome of ice in the last ice age the 

animals they hunted must have gone south to warmer climates, so 

they must have followed them. They left paintings of the animals 

they hunted on the walls of caves in Southern France and Spain. 

We can recognise the animals – wild Cattle, woolly rhinoceros, 

horses and hairy mammoths. They left behind artefacts which give 

a glimpse of their lives.  
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When the ice melted at last starting approximately 9,000 years ago, 

the melt water flooded the land which is now the North Sea and also 

created the English Channel. Britain was now an Island or more 

accurately a collection of Islands.  

In 2010 human bones were found in caves in Britain. These bones 

were dated to around 12,700 BC. These people must have been the 

earliest humans to live in Britain when the ice age began to retreat.  

It seems that early man was curious to see what was over the hill 

and at the end of a river. 

Worldwide mankind began to improve the wild grasses that they 

found growing in their environment. They produced wheat, Oats, 

barley, maize and rice. They domesticated animals such as sheep, 

goats, cattle and chickens. They also used animals for transport, 

especially horses. Root crops were improved such as carrots, 

swedes, turnips and in South America the potato became popular 

(8,000 BC) spreading to Europe from around 1600 AD. 

There must have been a cross fertilization of ideas as people moved 

from place to place. The ability to forge metal was indeed a major 

event, which spread rapidly throughout Europe. 

Our little island has seen many invasions. The Romans came and 

stayed for 400 years. The Saxons and Vikings came and stayed and 

then the Normans from France in 1066 William the Conqueror was 

crowned in Westminster Abbey on Christmas Day 1066. 

The British Isles was now a mixture of races, but the Normans were 

the dominant rulers. Over the next centuries Britain traded with 

many countries, wool was one our most important exports. 

In the 16th Century many Protestants left Europe to settle in Britain, 

escaping religious persecution. Jewish immigrants sort refuge here 

from programs in Russia and so it went on. After the 2nd World War 

there were thousands of displaced people resulting in communities 

of Italians and Poles growing in Britain followed by the so called 

Wind Rush generation who came to fill the job vacancies created by 

the need to rebuild the country. 

Why do people uproot themselves? All people need work food and 

accommodation plus freedom from Political and Religious 

persecution. It never seems to end. One of my Christmas presents 

was to have my DNA analysed. I had to swab saliva from the inside 

of my teeth and put the swabs into the test tube provided. I sent 
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this to My Heritage DNA.com and waited! The results came back. So 

who were my ancestors? Where did they come from? 

The result:- 

40.9% Northern and Western Europe 

28.5% Scandinavian 

17.8% Irish, Scottish, Welsh 

9.3% Balkans 

5.5% Eastern European 

What a mixture So now I know where I came from . How about you? 

Who do you think you are! 

Further Reading:- 

The British – a genetic journey by Alistair Moffat 

The Incredible Human Journey by Dr Alice Roberts 

********************************************** 

Rivenhall and Silver End Parish Magazine  

June 1935 (83 Years ago) 

Faith Murton has lent me a collection of Parish Magazines from the 

1930 and I plan to publish important articles from these which 

clearly are relevant to today. The first one is about the size of the 

congregation at St Francis which we can feel very pleased is growing 

significantly at the present time and probably exceeds what it was in 

the 1930’s The language of the time really does make me smile!! 

St  F ranc is  M iss ion  Church   

The Parochial Church Council. 

I have just returned from taking Evening Service at Silver End on 

this last Sunday after Easter. There were three in the 

congregation, one of whom came from Witham. The Sunday before 

there were 4 and the same or about the same have been the 

numbers ever since before Easter. This is a matter which concerns 

the Church people of Silver End and is one which must be seriously 

faced and attended to. So many who might be anxious to attend 

the Services at S. Francis Church have very young children who 

cannot be left and in one way or another are prevented on most 

Sundays from taking their part in the Worship of the Church. But 

there are many who are not thus prevented. What can be done to 

remedy this failure? 
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The last thing we want done is that the Church should be closed 

and the Sunday evening service given up. But the matter really 

rests with the Church folk of Silver End. It is quite certain that we 

cannot carry on in the present state. It is in order to decide the 

matter one way or another that we propose asking all the Church 

electors of the parish—that is all whose names are on the Electoral 

Roll, and who are therefore entitled to vote at the Election of 

Parochial Church Councilors—to meet at the Rectory on July 2nd 

and discuss the needs of the Church. We hope to begin with a 

little social gathering and refreshments before entering on the 

really serious business of parochial affairs. We can then take up 

the Adjourned Parish Church Meeting for the election of 

Churchwardens, Sidemen and Councilors, and decide what we can 

do amongst ourselves for the building up of a regular 

congregation. If there are any who have a grievance or complaint 

they will be able to give expression to them. We would therefore 

ask Electors to book this date, July 2nd. 

Meanwhile. anyone over 18 years of age, who is a member of the 

Church of England, and does not belong to any religious body 

which is not in communion with the Church of England, can 

become an Elector by signing a declaration to this effect. Copies of 

this declaration may be had from the Rector : or the form may be 

signed in either Church. where copies ready for signature will be 

found near the door. All whose names are so entered will receive 

an invitation for July 2nd. Those who are willing to be nominated 

as Parochial Church Councilors must be 21 years of age and 

communicants, and must signify their willingness to stand. We 

very much hope there will be a representative gathering and that 

electors will be ready to propose names of candidates. Ready to 

serve. The Parochial Church Council should represent the church 

people of the parish and they have every opportunity of guiding 

the policy and work of the Church in the parish according to their 

desires. 

The Following was then recorded in the October 1935 

magazine the Rector sounds quite exasperated!! 

As you will have seen from the local paper, S. Francis Church re-

opens for regular Sunday Evening Services on Sunday, October 

6th. But we would call your attention to the Evening Service at 7.30 

pm on Friday, October 4th, which, being the Feast of S. Francis is 

your Patronal Festival. We do hope all who read this will make a 

point of attending this service as well as Sunday Evening next. We 
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want to get back our choir so that the services may be more 

attractive and more worthy as an offering of praise to God. It 

would help very much if the Church people at Silver End could 

meet together at an early date and form some plan of action, 

which might help to increase the attendance at services ; and also 

arrange to meet the financial needs of S. Francis Church. Certain 

repairs to the Church are of pressing importance. The heating 

stove has been damaged and needs repair ; the roof of the vestry 

needs repair and lets the wet in. The thatch of the gateway also 

needs attention and damage done to the interior wall- the vestry 

must be made good. If the Church is to be kept open for services a 

competent person must be engaged to attend to the heating. This 

is of great importance during the winter months, and is not a 

matter that can be left to chance. We must also have certain 

repairs carried out on the organ. There are no funds available for 

these necessary repairs except the offerings of Church people at 

Silver End. 

The next few Sundays will help us to decide whether the regular 

evening services are to be continued or not and how far the 

Church folk in Silver End are prepared to go, in order to keep their 

Church open. As Rector of the parish I have no doubt that there 

are, in Silver End, a sufficient number of Church families, to justify 

the provision of services and the Mission Church, and I believe that 

if all were pr- ar d to do their share in the matter, things would be 

all right. The difficulty is that we seem unab,o to get any united 

action. The Silver End representatives on the Parochial Church 

Council are I know only too anxious to do all that can be done to 

get together a united congregation, and we hope the readers of 

this magazine will do all they can to help them. 

How to protect your car from vehicle theft 

1. Keep your vehicle locked at all times, even while driving. 

2. When parked, never leave your keys in the car. Close all the 

windows and the sunroof. 

3. Never leave your car running and unattended. 

4. Avoid leaving valuables inside your vehicle where passersby 

can see them. 

5. Do not leave your vehicle title in the car. Too often a car thief 

is pulled over and gets away from the police because he or 

she can produce the auto registration. (If multiple drivers use 

the vehicle, the best suggestion would be to hide the 
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registration in a secret location in the car that only the owners 

know.) 

6. Know where you’re going. Avoid known high crime areas even 

if the alternate route takes longer. 

7. Install an anti-theft system in your vehicle if it doesn’t have 

one. Thieves are reluctant to steal vehicles if they know the 

cars can be recovered quickly. Many insurers offer discounts for 

the types of systems listed below. 

8. Thieves prefer to work in the dark. Be particularly cautious at 

night about where you park your car. Park it in a well-lit area if 

possible. 

9. Look around. Be aware of your surroundings, especially in 

garages, parking lots and gas stations. 

10. Have your car’s vehicle identification number (VIN) etched on 

each of the windows. Car thieves want to get off cheap. They 

don’t want to go to the expense of replacing all the glass. 

11. On an incline, leave your car in park or in gear with the wheels 

turned toward the curb or some other obstruction. This makes 

it harder for thieves to tow your vehicle. 

12. If confronted by a carjacker, do not resist. Cars can be 

replaced; you can’t. 

Types Of Anti-Theft Systems 

 A mechanism that locks onto the steering wheel can be a very 

visible sign that you’ve taken steps to protect your vehicle 

 Ignition cut-off systems that prevent a car from being started 

 Some new cars come with passive alarms that activate 

automatically when the key is removed from the ignition 

 One system emits a signal that can be tracked by the police 

If you have a keyless ignition system these can be defeated by a 

device sold over the internet the picks of the signal from your key 

and amplifies it allowing a thief to fake the presence of the key when 

near the vehicle in your drive and steel the vehicle. This enables 

them to drive a few hundred yards to a tow vehicle parked near by. 

If you have a keyless system you need to purchase a Faraday pouch 

for both of your keys and keep the keys in these at all times.  Also 

hide your spare key where it is not easily found by a thief who enters 

your house with the objective of steeling your car. 
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Churchyard Service 

A service of Remembrance will be Held

On Sunday 24th  June 3 p.m. 

at 

St Marys Rivenhall 

Rev. Paul Watkin Will lead the service which 

will take place in the Church Yard 

The service is for the remembrance of  loved 

ones who have died

Musical accompaniment will be 

provided 

by Chelmsford Silver Band 

All are Welcome
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Organisations in Rivenhall 
 

Clerk to Parish Council Keith Taylor  516975 

Email parishclerk@rivenhallparishcouncil.net meets every first Tuesday 

Age Concern (Witham area) Margaret Prime 514255 

End to End Nature Care Simon Taylor 01621 810141  

Gardening Club Carole McCarthy 512781 

Meets on 2nd Tuesday at 7.30pm in Village Hall 

Carpet Bowls Mick Marshall 512836 

Meets every Thursday at 7.30pm in Village Hall 

Playing Fields Association Mick Marshall 01376 512836 

Spread Your Wings Dance Acam Laura Pearson 01376 741317  
 

Facilities 

Hire of Village Hall Pauline Marshall 01376 512836 

Or email rivenhallvillagehall@gmail.com  

Hire of Henry Dixon Hall Tracy Scott 571551 

Mobile Library Monday June 4th & 25th  Beech Road 9.20 to 9.50. a.m. 

Oak Store Rivenhall “Open All Hour” Tel AJ 01376 619395 

Organisations in Silver End 
Clerk to Parish Council Mrs B. M. Temple 618464 

Email parishclerk@silverendparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Bowls Club Roy Howard 583222 

Children’s Centre Faye Savage 587960 

Neighbourhood Police Braintree Policing Dial 101 

Congregational Church Sharon Gray 583913 

Friendship Club Ruth Aitkin 583846 

Silver End Gad Abouts Denise Sullens Smith 583055 

Gardening Club Liz Woor 585586 

Guiding Group Carol Hutchings 07857 663959 

Neighbourhood Watch Judy Hill 07896 975839 

Scouting Group Denise Sullens Smith 583055 

St Mary’s Church (R.C.) Vivian Phillips 583598 

Tennis Club Jason Cairns 584581 

Workers Educational Assoc. Brian Gillion 583706 

Luncheon Club  Helen Thomson 583255 

Doctors Surgery   583387 

Silver End Heritage Society Jackie Nesbitt sec 585702 

Silver End United Football Club Mark Edgell  01376 584639 

Web Site www.silverendunitedfc.co.uk 

Womens Institute  Brenda Warnes 07931 548193 

Community Warden Jackie Windard 07785 515526 

Post Office in Co-op - please note that  it closes at Lunchtime 1-2pm 

Closes 1 pm Wednesday and 12.30 pm Saturday  

Library: Tues & Thurs - 2pm to 6pm  Saturday 9am to 1pm 



So Which of these is a genuine 

member of the Churchyard 

Gang answers on a Postcard 

to 8 Henry Dixon road!! 

We have been so fortunate with 

the weather this spring. Our Ro-

gation service was held in brilliant 

sunshine (Below at Rivenhall Hall 

Farm) on May 6 and our Pente-

cost Bonfire on May the 19th tak-

en by Rev. Val Drury was a won-

derful; evening. 




